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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 6466 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ELAB, SHUM. PINS, KS 

SUBJECT: NATIONAL TEXTILE WORKERS UNION TO HOLD CONVENTION 
REF: SEOUL 2559 (DTG 290638Z MAR 78) AND PREVIOUS 

1 . THE KOREAN NATIONAL TEXTILE WORKERS UNION (NTWU) WHICH 
FIGURED SO PROMINENTLY IN THE TONGIL TEXTILE DISPUTE AND SUB- 
SEQUENT CONTROVERSY WITH THE URBAN INDUSTRIAL MISSION AND THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY WILL HOLD ITS NATIONAL CONVENTION FROM 
JULY 30 TO AUGUST 2. INCUMBENT PRESIDENT KIM YONG-TAE WILL BE 
CHALLENGED BY YI YU-POK, CURRENTLY NTWU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT. 

2. PRESIDENT KIM HAD DURING HIS TERM USED EVERY MEANS AVAILABLE 
TO HIM TO ELIMINATE ANY CHALLENGE TO HIS CONTINUED LEADERSHIP. 

HE WAS GENEROUS TO HIS SUPPORTERS AND RUTHLESS WITH POTENTIAL 
RIVALS-MANY OF WHOM HE HAD EXPELLED FROM THE NTWU. HIS 
RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF SURE VOTES OF SUPPORT PROBABLY ACCOUNTED 
AT LEAST IN PART FOR THE SHABBY ROLE THE NTWU PLAYED IN THE 
TONGIL TEXTILE DESPUTE. VICE PRESIDENT YI'S CHALLENGE 

HINTS THAT YI HAS CALCULATED THAT KIM OVERPLAYED HEAVY- 
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HANDED TACTICS AND THAT HE MADE ENOUGH ENEMIES TO BE 
VULNERABLE TO ATTACK. OBSERVERS BELIEVE YI HAS DEVELOPED 
CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT, BUT FEW WILL PREDICT THAT YI HAS 
THE ELECTION IN THE BAG. 

3. KIM HAS BEGUN AN INTENSIVE CAMPAIGN TO RALLY HIS FORCES, 

AN EFFORT SO INTENSE SOME OBSERVERS BELIEVE IT SHOWS TRACES 
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OF DESPERATION. REPORTEDLY, HE HAS PERSONALLY CONTACTED 
LEADERS OF SOME NTWU BRANCHES WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE 
CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT LABOR MOVEMENTS AND LEADERS OF 
NTWU BRANCHES WHICH HE HAD HAD EXPELLED FROM THE NATIONAL, 
APPEALING FOR THEIR SUPPORT AND PROMISING TO BURY PAST 
DIFFERENCES. IN ADDITION, KIM HAS SWITCHED THE SITE OF 
THE CONVENTION FROM SEOUL TO PUSAN, HIS HOME BASE OF 
SUPPORT. KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES IN THE CHRISTIAN LABOR 
MOVEMENT CLAIM SURPRISE THAT THE ROKG HAS NOT SHOWN ANY 
SIGN SO FAR THAT IT IS INTERESTED IN INFLUENCING THIS 
HOTLY CONTESTED ELECTION. WE TOO ARE LOOKING FOR SIGNS 
OF GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION, BUT HAVE NOT SPOTTED ANY YET. 

4. KIM IS NOT WITHOUT ACCOMPLISHMENT AS NTWU CHIEF. HIS 
MAJOR CONTRIBUTION CONSISTS OF HIS FIGHT TO CONTINUE 
NATIONWIDE BARGAINING OF A MINIMUM CONTRACT AGAINST 
STRONG MANAGEMENT RESISTANCE AND HIS PRESSURE ON ANY LOCALS 
WHICH MAKE SUBSEQUENT AGREEMENTS TO ACCEPT LOWER 
CONDITIONS THAN THOSE SET IN THE NATIONWIDE CONTRACT. 

(LOCALS ARE FREE TO BARGAIN FOR MORE). HE IS EXCEPTIONALLY 
AUTHORITARIAN AS A NATIONAL UNION LEADER, PREDATORY IN 

HIS RELATIONS WITH OTHER NATIONAL UNIONS, AND IT IS 
WIDELY RUMORED, NOT ABOVE STRIKING SEPCIAL DEALS WITH 
MANAGEMENT WHICH SUIT HIS PERSONAL NEEDS FROM TIME TO TIME. 
KIM'S RELATIONSHIP WITH FKTU PRESIDENT CHUNG TONG-HO IS 
POOR, BUT IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT THE FKTU IS IN A 
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POSITION TO INFLUENCE THE OUTCOME OF THIS ELECTION. 

5. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT IF KIM WERE DEFEATED, SOME OF 

THE HOSTILITY EXISTINGBETWEEN THE NTWU AND THE CHRISTIAN 
LABOR MOVEMENT MIGHT DECREASE. 

GLEYSTEEN 
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